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N orma Arlene Putnam of Unionville, MO passed away Sunday September 28,

2025, at Stonehill Care Center in Dubuque, Iowa after a short stay there.

Norma was born in Waukon, Iowa, on September 16, 1941, the daughter of Leonard and Thelma

(Tabler) Hagen. She grew up on a farm near Waterville and attended Waterville Schools,
graduating with the class of 1959. In her youth, she was very active in 4H. She enjoyed showing

Shorthorn Cattle at the Allamakee County Fair.

Norma's mother taught her to sew at an early age, and it led to a lifelong hobby and passion for
sewing, quilting and mending. Evident by her many projects, including wall hangings, paper

piecing, drapes, clothes for people, and countless beautiful quilts.

After High School, Norma went on to attend The American Institute of Business in Des Moines.

Her first career was as a legal secretary. Later she attended University of Northern Iowa where she
received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Education. She started teaching special education at
Newtown Schools in Newtown, Missouri. She then moved on to teach at Putnam County Schools

in Unionville, MO until retirement.

Norma married Henry Putnam in Centerville, Iowa, on April 18, 1981. Together they made their
home in Centerville, moving to Unionville, MO in the fall of 1982. They attended West Liberty

Baptist Church and later Midway Baptist Church. Norma loved Gardening. She and Henry had a
garden by the house as well as a huge garden by the old bus barn.

She canned a lot of vegetables and grape juice. The PC Café was a very special place to Norma.
She served on the board, volunteered a lot and enjoyed meals there Monday through Friday. By
far the most important part of Norma's life was her unwavering faith in Jesus as her savior.

Norma was proceeded in death by her parents, her husband, her sister Mary Ann Hagen, brother-
in-law Vern Hanson, and nephews Mark Hanson and Kyle Steffenson. She is survived by her
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sisters Helen Hanson of Monona, Iowa, and Karen (Glen) Steffenson of Elizabeth, IL, Nieces and
Nephews Todd (Karla) Hanson, Scott Hanson, Erik Hagen Steffenson, Jon (Sandy) Broughton, and

Sara (Scott) Peelman as well as several great nieces and great nephews.

Funeral Services for Norma will be held Saturday October 4, 2025, at 11:00 at Midway Baptist

Church west of Unionville with visitation 1 hour prior, beginning at 10:00 am. Burial will take
place at West Liberty Cemetery following the service.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial Donations may be made in Norma's memory to the PC Café and

Resource Center or Midway Baptist Church (Missionaries) and may be entrusted to Thomas
Funeral Home, 709 S 27th St., Unionville, MO 63565.
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Tribute Wall Norma Arlene Putnam
SEP  16, 1941 -  SEP  28, 2025

Thomas Funeral Home posted:

October 21 at 5:59 PM

Thomas Funeral Home shared an album called Obituary Wall.

October 13 at 6:14 PM

JB Jon Broughton posted:

What a wonderful mid-September afternoon we spent recently with Norma, Karen, Glen, Erik, Sandy

and me. In her room we hung several mementos, her gorgeous quilt work and even brought her

favorite Sandbakkels to enjoy and maybe bribe the nurses for little more vanilla pudding. We'll miss

her quick wit, great sense of humor and so honored we could share this incredible day with this

incredibly lovely lady.

October 2 at 7:00 PM

JJ Jeanie Johnson posted:

Norman was an amazing swimmer. I admired her strength and endurance in the pool. She was a kind

and caring friend, and I am so glad I got to know her.

September 29 at 7:00 PM

MP Maxine Putnam posted:

Norma was married to my husband's (Ed) brother, Henry. She and sometimes Henry traveled to see

us in California for various family events. She was always so happy to go with us to see various

attractions. After our son's wedding we went to see Hearst Castle. It was such a fun excursion to

share with Norma. Norma was such a caring person , always ready to be of help, especially for older

neighbors. She and Henry made a great team. She will be missed but never forgotten. She is with her

Lord and Savior now and at peace. We love you, Norma❤️

September 29 at 7:00 PM
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AP A Memorial Tree Was Planted For Norma Arlene Putnam posted:

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Thomas Funeral Home - Unionville

September 29 at 7:00 PM
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Thomas Funeral Home shared a photo to the Obituary Wall album. October 13 at 6:14 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Norma by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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